
Recycling 
Playbook

Every item you throw away goes somewhere – it can 
become a raw material for a new product or just 
another piece of waste. It all depends on whether you 
know the rules and make every shot count. When we 
recycle:

Valuable materials return to production 

Landfill areas decrease

Nature and its resources are conserved 

It's worth the e�ort! Costs stabilise.

That's why recycling according to the playbook is a simple 
but important habit. Even if the types or colours of the bins 
are di�erent, recycling is easy. Let's start by sorting our 
packaging!

The 3-Question Rule 
for a Perfect Shot
To decide which recycling bin an item belongs in, all you need to do is ask yourself three 
simple questions. Once you've answered them, it's much easier to choose the right bin and 
avoid mistakes. 

Is the item packaging? What is the packaging 
made of? Is it already empty?

IF IT ISN'T      Recycling bins are only for 
packaging. Anything else, regardless of 
what it's made of, should go in the 
mixed-waste bin or be taken to a special 
waste collection site.

Exception: Paper waste (paper, 
notebooks, magazines and books) is not 
packaging, but is recycled with paper 
packaging – so it should go in the paper 
bin.

IF IT DEFINITELY IS      Move on 
to the next question!

    If the packaging is made from a single 
material (paper/cardboard, plastic, glass, 
metal), place it in the corresponding bin.

    If the packaging is made from di�erent 
materials, try to separate them – for 
example, remove the metal lid from a 
glass jar.

Exception: if the packaging is 
composite, sort it according to the 
dominant material (e.g. a juice carton 
goes in the plastic bin).

ONCE WE KNOW      Move on to the 
final question!

IF IT ISN'T       If the packaging has a lot of 
food residue that can't be removed (e.g. a 
pizza box with sauce stains), it should go 
in the mixed-waste bin.

    If it is contaminated with hazardous 
substances (e.g. motor-oil or antifreeze 
canisters), it should be taken to a 
hazardous-waste collection point.

IF IT ISN'T        1, 2, 3, and we've got it 

Don't leave waste next to the bins. 
Packaging le� outside can become wet 
or dirty and may no longer be recyclable. 
It can also make it harder to collect 
properly sorted waste. 

*Read more by using the automatic translation feature in your browser.
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Nice shot! What you can throw in the paper bin:

Leaflets and brochures Paper and cardboard food packaging

Cardboard boxes Newspapers, magazines, books

White and coloured paper waste Paper bags

What you can't throw in the paper bin:

Paper and cardboard contaminated with grease or food residues mixed waste → 

waste Laminated paper or paper coated with plastic, cellophane or foil   mixed waste 

Used nappies    mixed waste Wallpaper     take to a special waste collection site

Paper towels, tissues and napkins    mixed waste

Paper contaminated with oil, lubricants or other 
hazardous substances     take to a special waste collection site

Special collection sites are the municipal bulky waste collection points . You can find their addresses and opening hours on your municipality's website.

Recycled paper products retain their 
quality, and their production uses far 
fewer trees, less energy and less water.

Paper and cardboard can be recycled 
up to eight times!

Paper
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Metal lids from jars and other metal parts of packaging

What you can throw in the plastic and metal bin:Nice shot!

Depending on the type, plastic can already 
be recycled in a circular loop 2–3 times. 
Meanwhile, metals – aluminium and steel – 
can be recycled endlessly without losing 
their quality.

Plastic and
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Plastic food packaging Plastic caps Plastic bo�les (e.g. oil, vinegar, milk)

Polyethylene packaging and cling film Plastic bags Plastic packaging from cosmetics and hygiene products

Beverage cans Food tins Metal lids from jars and other metal parts of packaging

Milk and juice cartons (Tetra Pak) Crisp and co�ee packets Disposable co�ee cups

Disposable food containers made from several materials

What you can't throw in the plastic and metal bin:

Medical waste and syringes     take to the nearest pharmacy 
or to a special waste collection site

Containers contaminated with hazardous chemical 
residues    take to a special waste collection site

Hygiene products    mixed waste Plastic household items    mixed waste

Toys    mixed wasteElectronic devices and their parts    take to a special 
waste collection site or place in e-waste collection bins

*Read more by using the automatic translation feature in your browser.

https://gamtosateitis.lt/


Glass is one of the easiest materials to 
recycle. It can be recycled over and over 
without losing its quality.

Glass Nice shot! What you can throw in the glass bin:

Containers without a deposit mark should go in the recycling bin, while those with a deposit mark are best returned 
via a reverse vending machine.

Glass drink containers Glass food containers Glass jars and bo�les for cosmetics Glass shards from glass 
packaging

What you can't throw in the glass bin:

Mirror glass and mirror shards 
take to a special waste collection site

Window glass     take to a special 
waste collection site

Ceramics     take to a special waste 
collection site

Tempered-glass dishes    take to a special waste collection site

Thermometers    take to the nearest pharmacy or to a special 
waste collection site Containers contaminated with paint or 
lubricants    take to a special waste collection site

Mirror glass and mirror shards    take to a special waste 
collection site 

Remember 

Make sure jars and bo�les are empty and free of food or drink residue. You do not need to remove paper labels from bo�les or jars.

Light bulbs    take to a special waste collection site or place 
in e-waste collection bins
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Textile waste includes all clothing, textiles 
and footwear that you no longer use. A�er 
proper sorting, they are donated to charity 
or recycled into new products.

Textile Nice shot! What you can throw in the textile bin:

Curtains Fabric o�cuts Footwear  Clothing

 Bedding  Towels

What you can't throw in the textile bin:

Plastic or rubber items 
that are not textile 
mixed waste

Hygiene products 
(nappies, wipes) 
mixed waste

Fabrics heavily contaminated with chemicals 
or hazardous substances     take to a 
hazardous-waste collection site 

Remember 

If your textiles are still in good condition, you might consider selling, donating 
or passing them on to others. This helps extend their life and reduces waste.

Anything you put in the textile bin should be dry and clean. If possible, tie footwear together or pack it in pairs.

Textiles should be clean and packed in a sealed plastic bag.
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Bulky waste does not fit into standard 
bins, and hazardous waste poses a risk to 
the environment. You should take it to 
specialised collection points, which are 
o�en located near shopping centres, or to 
municipal bulky waste collection sites.

Bulky and 
hazardous waste

Nice shot!

Furniture (sofas, beds, wardrobes) Construction waste  Carpets

Tyres Other large items that are no longer suitable for use

Bulky waste

Hazardous waste

Paints, varnishes, oils, glues and chemical residues Ba�eries (including car ba�eries)

Electronic waste (phones, computers, monitors, household appliances) Light bulbs and their waste

Remember 

Hazardous waste can harm people and the environment if disposed of incorrectly. Never place it in bins or leave it beside them.

If the waste is too large or di�cult to transport, check the waste collection services o�ered by your municipality 
or contact an e-waste collector – they may be able to collect it directly from your home.

Don't pour hazardous substances down the drain. Take the container and its contents to a hazardous waste collection point.
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Take unwanted medicines and other medical waste (e.g. syringes) to the nearest pharmacy

Nice shot!

Never put expired or unwanted medicines 
and medical waste in mixed waste or 
recycling bins or pour them down the drain – 
they can contaminate the environment.

Medical waste

Our future depends on us ge�ing it right. It's not 
just about taking the shot – it's about making it!

Get started

Liquid chemical preparations can also be taken to special waste collection sites

Don't forget to separate packaging and sort it correctly – take unwanted medicines to 
pharmacies with minimal packaging

Want to understand recycling be�er?
Use the Gamtos ateitis tool – it makes it easy to 
find out where each type of waste should go.
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